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EXTON VILLAGE 

News letter    

DECEMBER  2014  -  ISSUE 131 

11th November A very moving service at the 

Village Memorial on Remembrance Day with Cathy Dyson the new Lay Minister 
was held in front of quite a large group of villagers. One of the school pupils 
timed the two minute silence and Sky Wilkinson, Max Turford, and Ollie Douglas 
read beautifully three moving poems. Those attending were also reminded of the 

Exton soldiers who gave their lives in both Wars.        
'Villagers reflect 

On War and Peace to honour 
Dead in Solemn Place' 

 Ed. 
Royal British Legion – Annual Poppy Appeal . This year, Exton folk have 
contributed £491.28 against last year’s £315.79 which, I think is very pleasing. 
On behalf of Peter Baker, MBE – our local area coordinator, I wish to thank all 
those who gave to this very worthy cause and to my usual small band of 

collectors. Colin Hagger 

Villagers For Exton Church hope to be able to plan an Open 
meeting in February to discuss donations to the Church and hopefully we 
will then receive some ideas for events from organisers to enjoy in the 
village during 2015. 
 
 
 

  

The weekend 22nd/23rd November saw many friends enjoying a meal in 
the Fox & Hounds for the last time with Sandra and Valter at the helm. 
Sunday afternoon Annie Lea presented a Memory book to the couple 
with photos and messages of people and events they have known 
during their tenure at the pub. We hope they take away many 
memories of happy times and wish them well in their new venture.   
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C/o Exton and Greetham Primary School, Garden Road, Exton, LE15 8AY. 

Do you know you have a fantastic Nursery on your 

doorstep? 
*We are a friendly family run Nursery offering quality care and 

education for children from 6 months – 4.5 year’s. 

‘Early childhood is a period of momentous significance for young children 

growing up.  By the time this period is over, children will have formed 

conceptions of themselves as social beings, as thinkers, as language 

users, and they will have reached certain important decisions about 

their own abilities and their own worth.’ (Margaret Donaldson 2014) 

*Due to this being a significant part of children growing up Rainbow 

Childcare Centres offer high standards of education, stimulation, fun 

and care within a structured but flexible environment. 

*We follow the national Early years Foundation Stage curriculum that 

supports all children’s abilities 

*Children have access to a wide range of resources and we offer 

fantastic outdoor opportunities. 

*We offer free 15 hours per week funding for 3-4 year olds and 2 

year old funding (subject to criteria). 

 

*We are open during term time from 8am-4pm Monday –Friday. We are 

also able to offer holiday care and longer days. 

Visits are welcome anytime. 

Contact Tara Darlington - 01572 813141 / 

exton@childcarecentre.org.uk 

mailto:exton@childcarecentre.org.uk
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HATHA YOGA in the Village Hall 
Monday  6.30pm-7.45pm 

suitable for all. 
£7.50 per class. 

 
Contact: 07951 288801/  Laura  Goodliffe. 

lauracharlie@hotmail.com 
 

PUB QUIZ  Friday 14th November…… an excellent 

turn out of quizzers for this fun night in the Fox & Hounds and a 
hilarious atmosphere which is what pub quizzes should be about! 8 
rounds of ten questions in each – some easy – some not. Sandra & 
Valter supplied some pizza ‘nibbles’ in the break to keep up the 
energy levels and before the second round we were delighted to hand 
over a basket of flowers to Sandra to thank them for their support at 
various fund raising events in the village during their tenure, e.g. 
Extonbury, Exton Day, the quizzes etc. They will be missed. 
At the end of the evening of course to great applause – the winners 
were announced!  Winners with 691/2 points the ‘Zodiac’ team [Paul 
Taylor, Fay and Dan Howison, Jane Ward], Runners up with 67 
points ‘The Bronx ‘ [Eileen Doyle and David Johnston, Michael and 
Jane Johnson, Sarah Linsell] and in third place the ‘Night Time Gang’ 

 

 Problems? Wasps or other pests? 
For professional help call Ziggy on 01572 812801 
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who scored 65, [‘postie’  girl Christine, Robin Beard  and Alan 
Dickinson].   
As question/master/mistress/person I apologise for the typo in that VE 
Day is 8th not 9th May – so all those googlers were right!  If it had 
made any difference to the score I would have course made an 
announcement but it was quite impossible in all the noise.  
Anyway folks – thanks for coming – if you want another – let me know 
– and perhaps subject to the new landlords at the Fox & Hounds 
being agreeable we can look to the Spring for another challenge. I am 
indebted to Jo, Linda and Peter for helping with the admin on the 
night.  Annette 812233 

EXTON TREE OF LOVE  
Reminder…….time is running out for those who wish to contribute to the 

Tree of Love and Remembrance…….  As previously the tree will be lit 
with white lights and we are asking local people to make a minimum 
donation of £3.00 to sponsor a light in memory of a loved one. This could 
be a family member, friend or even a pet.  
Any profits raised will go towards village community.   We would 
welcome donations from anyone in the village whether they have a 
religious faith or not. We already have the lights  and might have 
assistance with obtaining the tree. A Book of Remembrance will be 
available for donors to record a message of remembrance for their loved 
one.    Join us when the lights are switched on 5th December by the 
memorial next to the Village Hall, 6.30 pm,         Contact Jo tel 811576. 

 
EXTON PRODUCE & CRAFT SHOW NEWS 
 
Another successful year for Exton Produce & Craft Show,which began 
with the New Year Dinner on 22nd. January, concluded on 22nd. October 
with the annual Presentation Evening at the Fox & Hounds, where trophy 
winners were treated to a complimentary buffet and received their newly 
engraved trophies .  
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Above: Katie Heckles receiving the Childrens’ Shield from Christine Wallace. 

 
Above: Pat Murphy receiving the Swinfen Tankard , and his 5ersonalized certificate, 
from Christine Wallace. 

 
Show Day, Sunday 10th. August, dawned wet and grey. In spite of this the 
number of entries was up by 23 on 2013, a total of 305 exhibits, with an 
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especially good display of masks from pupils at Exton and Greetham 
Primary school. 
 

 
 
In excess of 90 entries in the Home Produce section proved a daunting 
task for the judges . 
An experiment to hold the auction of produce before drawing the raffle 
was very successful and auction proceeds were up on 2013 by £12. 
Another innovation this year was the presentation of  personalised 
certificates to winners, as well as trophies. 
In September we held a Spanish themed summer party, enjoying paella 
and crepes cooked by Anthony Savage. 
Once payment had been made for the trophy engraving and the 
complimentary buffet meals for trophy winners, the Show made a net loss 
of £181. This was offset by the profit of £154 made from the Produce 
Stall selling cakes, plants and preserves, donated by Committee 
members, run by Lawrence and Viv Webster on ‘Exton Day’. 
July saw our greatest fund raising effort when a team of Committee 
members and friends, under the leadership of Jane Mills, provided teas 
for many of the 430 visitors enjoying the National Gardens Society’s 
gardens trail around the village. The magnificent sum of £830 was raised. 
 
 

Some of the many 
entries in the Home 

Produce Section. 
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A cheque for £900 has been presented to Luke and Charlotte Maiden for 
the Village Skateboard Appeal. [by Chris Wallace – below] 

 
A donation of £100 has also been presented to Megan Davies, 
headteacher of Exton and Greetham Primary School, to provide 
additional books for their newly created library.  

 
Above: Head teacher Megan Davies receiving the donation from Meryl Hart.  
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[NO January edition] 
 

  

The Show will begin the New Year with a healthy balance of  £968 and  
our Annual New Year dinner, hopefully in January. Date and details will 
be announced later, once the situation regarding the Fox & Hounds 
is known. 
Our thanks go to all who help with the Show - entering, visiting, 
 judging and helping in many ways. 
 
A date for your diary - Show day next year is Sunday, August 9th 

~~~~~ ~~~~~~ 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE – CHRISTMAS SHOE BOX APPEAL 
  
My very grateful thanks to all who contributed. I delivered 40 boxes to the 
processing centre including 10 from Exton and Greetham School and 9 
from St Nick’s, Cottesmore. This year our boxes are going to Serbia for 
children who have nothing. Patricia Hagger 
 

Items for FEBRUARY  NEWS LETTER 
TO: annetteoliver63@gmail.com or by hand to Top House Cottage, 3 
Oakham Road, Exton.  
 
 

To see the News Letter in colour and more photographs go to 
the Village website run by Paul Taylor – www.Exton.org 
 

  

Grateful thanks to the School for printing the newsletter 
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FOX & HOUNDS

 
ANON 
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CONTACT INFORMATION    

Organisation Contact Tele Email 
  Ladies Circle Christine 

Wallace 
812081  

  Village Hall Chair 
 

Mark Butterill 813652 mark@butterill.plus.com 

      “     “           
Secretary 

Stephen Ware 812825 s.c.ware@btinternet.com 

Caretaker/ 
Bookings 
 

Ann Bell 812594 mickpbell@tiscali.co.uk 

County Councillor 
[Exton] 

Terry King 812735 terryking@onetel.com 

Parish Council 
Chairman 

Derek Palmer 812121 dpalm9@yahoo.co.uk 

Parish Council 
Clerk 
 

Jo Downton 811576 jo.downton@exton.org 

RC Priest Oakham 
Presbytery 

Father 
Stephen Dye 

722308  

Parish Church 
Rector 

Revd Marcus 
Purnell 

813031 revmarcuspurnell@gmail.com 

Churchwarden Sally Miller 811411 sallyrm2000@yahoo.co.uk 

Fox & Hounds Valter & Sandy 812403  

Reading Room Meggie 
Kroeger 

 kroegermeggie@gmail.com 

Exton School  812380  

Newsletter Editor Annette Oliver 812233 annetteoliver63@gmail.com 

 

THE CLERK would like to say a very big thank you to all the people who helped 

with the ‘Tree of Love’ this year and those who supported it. Thank you too to all 

those individuals across this village who in so many different ways contribute to 

our community making it a wonderful and special place to live. From the Clerk 

on behalf of the Parish Council.   
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Hello everyone,  My name is Cathy Dyson and I am a newly 

licensed Lay Minister who will be taking services each month in Exton 

Church. I will also be taking assemblies regularly at the school and 

helping out there each Wednesday morning. 

I am married to Jon and have three grown-up children and two small 

grand-daughters. Jon and I moved to Greetham last year and before that 

I lived in Uppingham for many years. I have recently taken early 

retirement from teaching to give me more time to focus on ministry. I look 

forward to getting to know you all over the coming years.  

Each Wednesday morning I shall be saying Morning Prayer in the church. 

This is a short, informal time of bible reading and prayer when, as well as 

praying for world situations, any particular local needs can also be prayed 

for. If you have any concerns, either personally or for someone else, 

please do not hesitate to contact me: 01572 812497 / 07970568305 / 

cathydyson@outlook.com 

In the meantime, warm regards and every blessing,  Cathy 

OBITUARY: 

Revd Geoffrey Jameson, Rector of Whitwell and Exton 1973 – 1986, 
sadly passed away this month. Remembered endearingly as ‘Jolly’ 
Geoffrey and for always saying  ‘Greetings!’ 

I recently came across a photograph of many parishioners, young and 
old, who were Confirmed in Exton Church whilst he was Vicar here. (is it 
really that long ago that the last Confirmation Service was held in Exton 
Church.) 

Personally – he married me and Mark, and baptised my 3 older children; 
with Clive being the last baby he baptised at Exton Church when he was 

mailto:cathydyson@outlook.com
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only 6 weeks old – Geoffrey said to get him ‘done’ before he moved as it 
would be a long interregnum!! 

He retired to Devon with his wife Rosemary  (who many remember as the 
Home Economics teacher at Casterton Community College) and several 
villagers looked forward to their Christmas ‘Epistle’ (2 x a4 sheets 
usually) full of the years news of their travels and updates on their family 
of 2 daughters and grandchildren. Geoffrey continued to lead Church 
Services locally and it was only a couple of years ago he told of travelling 
to Guernsey to take services whilst the local Vicar was away, and how 
they had use of the Parish Car – a Datsun Sunny!!  Our thoughts are with 
family at this time. Bernadette Wallace 

ST PETER & ST PAUL PARISH CHURCH 
December  Services 
 
14th   11.15 am  Sung Matins    (Cathy Dyson) 
21st    3 pm        Carol Service          (Cathy Dyson) 
25th     10.30 am Christmas Day Holy Communion (Rev. Marcus Purnell) 
 
January Services 
11th   11.15 am   Sung Matins     (Cathy Dyson) 
25th   11.15 am   Holy Communion (Rev Brian Nicholls) 
 
Morning Prayer will be said every Wednesday at 9am in the church. 
Everyone is very welcome to this quiet half-hour. 
 
A big thank you to Annette for organising another enjoyable quiz for 
VFEC in the pub. It was a really fun evening and also a good fund-raiser.                                                                                                                                                    

                                Sally Miller 

  ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY - Sundays at  9 am 

Christmas Day Mass 9 am 
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WE REMEMBER 

 
The golden mantle flutters in the breeze, 

 

Swirling leaves ebb and flow like colours on an artist’s palette 

 

Gathering dew patterns the grass with fairy webs and sparkling beads 

 

Mist caresses sleeping cottages, vigilant in their serenity 

 

Trees rise majestically to spread their arms protecting their domain 

 

Standing tall and proud, custodians of this village. 

 

All seeing:  life, love, toil and hardship, war and death 

 

In remembrance:  a Christmas Tree all swathed in light 

 

Cherished memories of departed loved ones 

 

This festive scene proclaims the story so long told 

 
Marian Foers 
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…………….FOX & HOUNDS…………  
 
 

A message to the villagers of Exton and the surrounding area 

 
Valter and I are overwhelmed at your thoughtfulness and generosity 
shown towards us as we leave The Fox and Hounds.    The presentation 
given by Christine and Annie brought ‘happy tears’ to our eyes!     Thank 
you for the very special moment of our time here, created by your 
wonderful photographs and messages within our  ‘This is your Life’ book.   
It is something which we shall cherish and will remind us of the unique 
community spirit within the village. 
 
We have also received many letters from the wider community, thanking 
us for looking after them.  This could not be possible without the support 
we have had from our wonderful staff.     Christine has been with us from 
the start, and together we have become close friends – almost part of our 
family  - with many of our customers, who come to enjoy the pub and the 
village.  Valter’s assistant in the kitchen, Greg, has been with us for over 
three years and we have great admiration for him!   Behind the scenes, 
we have the most outrageous conversations with our team and have lots 
of laughs – who says’s that you cannot be a buddy and a boss!!  
 
On average, over 400 customers a week dine with us.  There are many 
more in the summer months.   We hope that we have provided you with a 
venue whereby nothing more was required than offering pleasant 
surroundings, welcoming atmosphere with consistently good food and 
service. 
 
We shall miss The Fox and Hounds and all the characters in the village.     
A new adventure awaits.  If you are in Falmouth, do seek us out. 
 

With love and thanks, 

Sandra and Valter Floris, Fox and Hounds Exton, Rutland LE15 8AP 
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PLAY ACTION GROUP EXTON 

 
 

 

Mick Bell on behalf of PAGE writes – on behalf of Play Action Group 

Exton [PAGE], the Bazaar organized and run by the young people of 

Exton [with help and guidance from adults] was a huge success with over 

£800 being raised.  

The fund also received a magnificent £900 donation from Exton Produce 

Show [see page 7], the cheque being presented by Chris Wallace , Chair 

of the Produce Show, to Luke and Charlotte Maiden. To say they were 

surprised and delighted would be an understatement!! 

PAGE can now go ahead and apply for grants from the National Lottery, 
Spire Homes, Cory Enviromental Trust etc.  
 
Valter and Sandra have also donated a Quad Bike to sell to bolster the 
fund!   Many thanks and good luck for your Cornwall venture. 
 
The bazaar would not have been such a success without the generous 
support and help of the people of Exton. 
 
Many, many, thanks to everyone. 
 
A bingo is to be arranged in the New Year to add to the fund. 

Mick  Bell 
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 TRAVELLING CRIB 

The knitted Travelling Crib set, kindly made and donated by Mrs May 
Hibbitt, will once again be doing the rounds of the Village. 

If you would like to host the Crib set for an evening during Advent, please 
contact me (details below).  This is for young and old alike, what you 
choose to do with the set on your chosen evening is entirely up to you – 
some people read the Christmas story (books are enclosed) or maybe 
just admire the Nativity scene whilst taking time out of a busy schedule in 
the lead up to Christmas. 

The only commitment is that you pass it on the following day to the next 
person on the list – all details will be included in the box.  

Bernadette Wallace, 18 Vicars Close, Exton, 01572 812956/07858484918                                      

 

 Village Fundraising Events 

How lovely to see so many young people and their families getting 
together to organise a great afternoon of fundraising in the Village Hall. 

I wish you all good luck in achieving your target. 

Well done! 

And also  thanks to The Friends of Exton and Greetham School for a 
most enjoyable Bingo Evening/supper.  .......Bernadette 
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HAPPY  HEALTHY 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW 

YEAR TO  ONE AND ALL! 


