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EXTON VILLAGE 

News letter    

FEBRUARY  2015  -  ISSUE 132 

 

Exton Tree of Love and Remembrance 

This year the tree was set  in front of the  War memorial. Organised by Jo 
Downton the lighting of the tree has become a feature of the beginning of 
Christmas for the village with the white lights and carols sung by those present 
led by Head teacher of Exton & Greetham school, Megan. Thank you to 
everyone involved in making this special occasion for the village of Exton. It 
looked beautiful and was such a welcome sight when approaching the village. 
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ANN BELL RECEIVES MBE 

I am sure I speak for everyone in the community when I say well done to Ann 
Bell for the honour bestowed upon her. Ann’s contribution to the activities and 
fund raising in the village, together with that of husband Mick and the rest of her 
family is well known to everyone. She seems to have time and energy for 
everything! The nice thing is too that Ann is always very supportive of anyone 
else who organizes an event, her knowledge is always available if required, yet 
she never resents ‘newbies’ taking things on too. Over the years she has raised 
so much money for one cause or another, particularly the Exton Street Market 
which finished up being an absolutely huge event each year. Together with a 
team of others from Exton and her family the coffers of the church benefited 
from around £1,000 every year with contributions also to the village hall [of 
which she is caretaker] , and the school and other charities. Her MacMillan 
coffee morning continues to attract people from the local area and again has 
benefited the charity greatly. Bazaars, pensioners gift scheme, Village Hall, 
Ladies Circle [after Womens Institute closed], in fact too many things to 
mention. She would be the first to say without Mick and her family she could not 
continue to do what she does but suffice  to say her efforts are much 
appreciated by us all. 
Here’s a little of the background to the award: 
“Ann has lived in Exton all her life; she married Mick in 1961 and 3 children, 
one daughter and two sons, all of whom attended the village school. She was a 
School Governor, and her fundraising began when she was about 10 years of 
age through involvement with the Brownies, Dr Banardos and May Days. She 
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has been involved with the Exton Pensioners Christmas Parcel Fund since 
1962  and this year 56 gifts were distributed. Ann’s involvement with the Village 
Hall was as a fund raiser when major structural work was needed in 1971 and 
continues today. She ran a 200 club for 10 years to help fund the repairs and 
other events to help with the cost of repairing the roof – such as dances, Ron 
Diggins discos, barn dances in the Earl of Gainsborough’s large barn, Harvest 
suppers, Casserole by Candlelight,  a ‘Mock Wedding’ [which sounds a riot!], 
May Days, the Queens Silver Jubilee and Village Hall’s 75 year with a week of 
events and entertainment.  
In 1982 Mick and Ann ran a small street market on Spring Bank Holiday 
Monday to finance ongoing repairs. The Market grew from 30 stalls on the 
village green to over 200 stalls in surrounding streets and ran for 28 years; this 
helped to fund a number of village projects. The Big Coffee Morning for 
MacMillan Cancer organisation raises a lot of money - £500 in 2014.   
Ann’s connection with Exton Church has been extensive, she was on the 
Parish Church Council for 10 years, ran two Flower Festivals in the Church with 
the themes Song and Dance and the Thatched Village in 1987 and 1989. You 
will have seen the notices re the Easter Lillies when she collects funds and 
decorates the church in memory of loved ones. She introduced and ran the 
Lent Lunches as another Church fundraiser. There are 15 scrapbooks in the 
Bell home covering all the village events. Of course throughout the whole time 
Ann has had the support and assistance of a small group of village people and 
she thanks every one of them for their past and continued support.   
……….. 

I would like to thank everyone who sent me 

beautiful flowers,cards , letters and e-mails 

congratulating me on my M B E in the Queens New Years 

honours.  I am overwhelmed by the honour and all the 

good wishes.thanks to everyone ….. --------------------- Ann Bell 

 

EXTON PENSIONERS CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
56 Gifts were delivered this Christmas, funded mainly by a 
donation from ‘ Extonbury’ and other donations. 
Many thanks to them all. The ‘parcel fund’ as it is known, has been 
running since 1962 and we hope it will continue if funds are 
available……….Ann 

Thanks to the organizers from all the recipients [Ed] 
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 LADIES CIRCLE meets in the Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Thursday 5th February   Quiz Night.  
Thursday 5th March Talk by Dr Gray, Rutland Health Scheme 
Thursday   2nd April  Bingo Evening   : Details Chris Wallace: 812081 

VILLAGERS FOR EXTON CHURCH FUND are pleased 

to announce an Open Meeting will be held on Thursday 19th 
February 7.30 pm in the small room of the Village Hall. [Minutes of 
the last meeting held February 2014 are on the website www.exton.org] 

a small number of copies will be available at the meeting].Everyone is 
welcome. It is important that as many people as possible have input into 
the decision as to the amount to be donated to the Parish Church 
Council, and what project should be supported, as you have all helped 
to accrue the funds.  
 
We are delighted to announce that Exton Day will take place again in 
2015 thanks to the new owner of the Fox & Hounds giving permission 
for the stalls to be on the paddock as usual. Once again it is hoped to 
make this a really fun village day with the dog show on the village green, 
stalls, competitions, displays etc. All to be announced over the coming 
weeks via the newsletters. Trade stands and those having Table Tops 
outside their homes should contact Annette for a booking form. It is to 
be hoped that there will be the usual support to ensure the happy day is 
enjoyed by one and all. Some lovely prizes already donated – all to be 
announced later. If you fancy running a competition – I have some new 
ones! -  then I would be grateful if you would  pick up the phone and 
offer your services.  Prizes always acceptable.  As usual I am relying on 
everyone to rally round on the morning to help set up the gazebos etc. 
and help with traffic flow etc.  
Those wishing to have their own ‘Table Top Sales’ around the village 

will be included on the map as previously to be handed out to visitors for 
a suggested minimum donation of £5. Ann Bell already has accumulated 
items for a sale in her garden donated by friends, sale of which all adds 
to the final total raised.  Hope to see you!!! 
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[Reminder: There is a gazebo bought by VFEC for use 
at Exton Day which is available for villagers to 
‘borrow’ for family occasions – 812233] 

 Items for MARCH  NEWS LETTER 
TO: annetteoliver63@gmail.com or by hand to Top House Cottage, 3 
Oakham Road, Exton, by 23

rd
 February.  

~~~~~~ 
 

To see the News Letter in colour and more photographs go to 
the Village website run by Paul Taylor – www.Exton.org 

 
Catch up with back copies of the Newsletter on line and other 

village news 
Grateful thanks to the School  

for printing the newsletter 

 

  

HATHA YOGA in the Village Hall 

Monday  6.30pm-7.45pm 
suitable for all. £7.50 per class. 

Please bring mat 
Contact: 07951 288801/  Laura  Goodliffe. 

lauracharlie@hotmail.com 

 

 

PROBLEMS?  WASPS OR OTHER PESTS? FOR PROFESSIONAL 

HELP CALL ZIGGY 01572  812801 
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EXTON VILLAGE INDOORS 
BOWLS CLUB 
Are always happy to see new members come and join us on Sunday 
evenings in the Village Hall. Whether novice or experienced it does not 
matter. We do not take it too seriously. Just bring flat rubber soled 
shoes, we can supply the bowls. Usually 7 pm start ‘till 9 pm.   
More details from either Mick Mills 812480, David Healey 813413 or 
07885144089, Bryan Lowe 813148, or Annette Oliver  812233.  
The season is October till April.  
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C/o Exton and Greetham Primary School, Garden Road, Exton, LE15 8AY. 

Do you know you have a fantastic Nursery on your 

doorstep? 
*We are a friendly family run Nursery offering quality care and 

education for children from 6 months – 4.5 year’s. 

‘Early childhood is a period of momentous significance for young 

children growing up.  By the time this period is over, children will have 

formed conceptions of themselves as social beings, as thinkers, as 

language users, and they will have reached certain important decisions 

about their own abilities and their own worth.’ (Margaret Donaldson 

2014) 

*Due to this being a significant part of children growing up Rainbow 

Childcare Centres offer high standards of education, stimulation, fun 

and care within a structured but flexible environment. 

*We follow the national Early years Foundation Stage curriculum that 

supports all children’s abilities 

*Children have access to a wide range of resources and we offer 

fantastic outdoor opportunities. 

*We offer free 15 hours per week funding for 3-4 year olds and 2 

year old funding (subject to criteria). 

 

*We are open during term time from 8am-4pm Monday –Friday. We 

are also able to offer holiday care and longer days. 

Visits are welcome anytime. 

Contact Tara Darlington - 01572 813141 / 

exton@childcarecentre.org.uk 

mailto:exton@childcarecentre.org.uk
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CONTACT INFORMATION    

Organisation Contact Tele Email 
  Ladies Circle Christine 

Wallace 
812081  

  Village Hall Chair 
 

Mark Butterill 813652 mark@butterill.plus.com 

      “     “           
Secretary 

Stephen Ware 812825 s.c.ware@btinternet.com 

Caretaker/ 
Bookings 
 

Ann Bell 812594 mickpbell@tiscali.co.uk 

County Councillor 
[Exton] 

Terry King 812735 terryking@onetel.com 

Parish Council 
Chairman 

Derek Palmer 812121 dpalm9@yahoo.co.uk 

Parish Council 
Clerk 
 

Jo Downton 811576 jo.downton@exton.org 

RC Priest Oakham 
Presbytery 

Father 
Stephen Dye 

722308 stephendye@btinternet.com 
 

Parish Church 
Rector 

Revd Marcus 
Purnell 

813031 revmarcuspurnell@gmail.com 

Churchwarden Sally Miller 811411 sallyrm2000@yahoo.co.uk 

Fox & Hounds Valter & Sandy 812403  

Reading Room Meggie 
Kroeger 

 kroegermeggie@gmail.com 

Exton School  812380  

Newsletter Editor Annette Oliver 812233 annetteoliver63@gmail.com 

LENT LUNCHES 2015 
Village Hall, Saturday March 7th

, Hosted by Ann, Jane, June, 

 Tel: 812594  / 812480 
 
Village Hall, Tuesday 24th March……….Hosted by Annie Lea , Steven 
Ware and the ‘Secker girls’  Tel:813446 
 

Please telephone in advance to book places 
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SPRING MUSIC FOR YOU  
 

When?   Friday March 27th at 7.30 pm 
 
Where?  All Saints Church Oakham 

 
What?   A concert performed by Stamford Concert Singers with songs 
and music from the shows, opera, music halls etc. Also after a glass of 
wine at the interval there will then be a full costume performance of 
Gilbert and Sullivans’ hilarious take on "Trial by Jury" 
 
Cost?   £8 in advance ( £7 Concessions ) £10 on the door ( 
concessions £8 ) 
 
Tickets may be obtained via Jim Flemming, "Woodlands", First Drift, 
Wothorpe, Stamford, PE9 3JL but please enclose a Stamped Addressed 
Envelope for your tickets. Jim may also be contacted at 
flemingjandb@msn.com  You can also buy tickets from the Oakham 
music shop towards the end of January. Profits from the concert will 
support your local charity "Rutland Sailability" which provides sailing 
for people with disabilities on Rutland Water each week. It should be a 
fun evening and so with this advance notice you could get a group of 
friends together and help to support this very good local cause. 
 
Another reminder will be in the March newsletter so please tell your 
friends and buy your tickets. 

 
 

  2015  
Will go ahead – Watch this space! Contact Mark for details 813652 

mailto:flemingjandb@msn.com
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ST PETER & ST PAUL PARISH CHURCH 
February Services 

8th 11.15am Sung Matins (Cathy Dyson)  

18th 7pm Holy Communion with Ashing at Cottesmore (Ash Wednesday)  

22nd 11.15am Holy Communion (Rev. Marcus Purnell)  

Morning Prayer will be said every Wednesday at 9.15am in the church. 

Everyone is very welcome to this quiet half-hour. There is a box for your prayer 
requests (named people or anonymous) on the table by the visitors’ book.  

The Church community would like to offer their congratulations and love to Ann 
Bell on her award of the MBE. We are well aware of all the work and fund-
raising that she has done for the church over the years and we are very 
thankful. ......Sally Miller 
.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Experiencing God' - a Lent Course for the benefice. 
Mondays - Feb 23rd; March 2 nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd at 2.30pm at 3, Great 
Lane, Greetham, LE15 7NG or Wednesdays - Feb 25th; March 4th, 11th, 
18th, 25th at 7.30 at The Rectory, Cottesmore. 

All are welcome. Please contact Cathy Dyson for more details: 01572 812497 / 
07970568305 / cathydyson@outlook.com 

“Be still and know that I am God” - A Quiet Day in Lent for reflection 

              Thursday 26th February   10am – 4pm   3, Great Lane, Greetham 

Lunch provided (no charge – donations only)10 places available – please contact Cathy 
Dyson - 01572 812497 / 07970568305 

  ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY - Sundays at  9 am

mailto:cathydyson@outlook.com
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