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EXTON VILLAGE 

News letter 136 

JUNE 2015   
 

EXTON PRODUCE AND CRAFT SHOW 2015 
The full schedule for entries will be published in the July edition of the Exton 
Village Newsletter; in the meantime, you can find it on the village website: 
www.exton.org 
For Sections 4 (Children) and 5(Village Crafts) of the schedule see below if 
you would value advance notice for your preparation: 
SECTION 4 - CHILDREN 
Children‟s ages should be written on the back of drawings, writing and 
paintings for the judge‟s guidance 
 
   53. Painting or drawing by you (any age)  on „From my Window‟   
   54. A photograph taken by you -  „My Best Friend‟ 
   55. Exton &Greetham School Governors„ Class (for children attending 
Exton & GreethamSchool) - a model of a Garden mini-beast - Age groups 5-6, 
7-8  and 9-11.  A shield to be won for each age group. 
   56. An animal made from vegetables or fruit 
   57. 4 Rice Krispie Cakes 
 Class 57 will be decided by the Home Produce Judge. 
   58. A decorated Pebble 
   59. A Cress Head - in an Egg Shell 
   60. A model made from a kit including Lego, wood, metal - any medium - 
6-9 years and 10-13 years  
   61. Handwriting:  Richard III poem - 6-9 years and 10-13 years (link to text 
of  poem to be printed in the Exton Village News) 
   62 Children‟s Cup competition – design a Village Sign for Exton 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.exton.org/
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SECTON 5 - VILLAGE CRAFTS 
 

   63. Hand-knitted or crocheted article 
   64. Embroidery (excluding cross-stitch) 
   65. A Painting, Sketch or Etching, „From My Window‟ any medium 
   66 . Photograph, taken by exhibitor - subject „Machinery‟  (Standard APS 
size or 5” x 7”, not enlarged) 
   67. Photograph, taken by exhibitor - subject „Sunset‟ (standard APS size 
or 5” x 7”, not enlarged) 
   68. A hand or machine made item of clothing – Child‟s or Adult‟s 
   69. An item of handmade Jewellery   
   70. Cross stitch & Tapestry. Trophy to be awarded to best Cross Stitch. 
   71. A Greeting Card - any occasion, any medium inc. computer 
generated.  
   72. Woodwork or metalwork  
   73. An item of Felting - wet or dry 
   74. Any item made from a kit - any medium 
   75. Any other craft or hobby 
 

CHILDREN‟S HANDWRITING COMPETITION 

“Richard” By Carol Ann Duffy, Poet Laureate…Text of poem on internet: 

http://www.channel4.com/programmes/richard-iii-the-reburial 

Click on Download and scroll to Page 7 for 14-line text of poem arranged in 3 

verses. 

Thanks to Bernadette Wallace for donating one third of proceeds 

from the from Exton Day Village Hall teas to the Exton Produce 

Show funds. 

IF YOU WERE LUCKY ENOUGH TO WIN A TROPHY IN LAST YEAR‟S 

SHOW, PLEASE RETURN IT BY FRIDAY JULY 17
TH

TO JULIE GARNER, 

10, BLACKSMITH‟S LANE.  

 

 

http://www.channel4.com/programmes/richard-iii-the-reburial
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GARDENS COMPETITIONS.  

Entry forms in this month‟s newsletter. 

Dates and judges as below: 

June 22nd. - Large and Small Gardens - Pat Morley 

June 16
th
7pm- Vegetable Gardens - Alan Lambert and Monty Tyler 

July 20th. - Hanging Baskets and Containers - Helen Oughten 

 

This year two changes have been made. 

1. Gardens will be divided into two categories , the judge to decide which 

category your garden belongs to.  

a) Large gardens to win the Campden Salver 

b)Small gardens to win the Valerie Staalem Salver, formerly awarded for 

patio/courtyard gardens.  

2. The word "moveable" has been removed from the Container competition, so 

any size container can be entered, moveable or not. 

The coffee morning for Christian Aid raised £202.44 

Many thanks to everyone who supported this event. 

Bernadette 
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OPEN GARDEN FOR SUE RYDER HOSPICE 

The late Sue Ryder realized a need. years ago for hospice care for 

seriously ill, handicapped and terminal patients. In her lifetime she 

established Sue Ryder Homes throughout the country to cater for these 

patients and her name is synonymous with these caring and much 

needed services. 

Her husband the late Group Captain Leonard Cheshire saw the need 

after the war to care for many seriously ill ex-servicemen, many being 

Polish volunteers and the Cheshire Homes were established. 

The Sue Ryder Hospice at Thorpe Hall in Peterborough supports local 

patients and were essential to the family of Michelle Beniston in the 

village who died last year. Her son James has amazingly raised £3000 

for the hospice in her memory and been awarded a Rutland Youth  

Award 2015 for his fundraising efforts. 

To support the £6 million appeal to build and develop a new wing at the 

hospice The Sue Ryder Foundation will host an Open Garden Day at 

Fair View garden on Stamford Road to include refreshments and a 

variety of stalls – June 7th – 11 am to 5 pm. [Cake donations would be 

welcome.] 

Information web: www.thorpehall.org. 

Marian Foers 
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Please remember there is no News Letter in August so if you 

have something to contribute please take note of the closing 

dates 

 

Our thanks to the School for printing the newsletter 

 

OBITUARY 

We are sad to record the death of Ed Miller, husband of 

Sally, Churchwarden, St Peter & St Paul. Ed was not a 

churchgoer but agreed to take on the duty of Treasurer 

when VFEC was formed three years ago. Ed was a 

pleasure to work with and great support to Sally behind 

the scenes. He died Friday 22nd May, at home. I am sure 

that we would all wish Sally to know that she has our 

love and support at this sad time……………………….AO 
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18 May 2015 

Press Release 

Mobile support service heads to Rutland 

Local sight loss charity Vista has launched a brand new Mobile Support 
Service for older people at risk of developing sight loss in Leicestershire 
andce, which is funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund, 
will tour the areas in a specially designed mobile unit, providing information, 
support and advice.  
 
From June it will visit a variety of locations across the Rutland region. 
 
1.8 million people are living with significant sight loss in the UK, and evidence 
suggests that over 50 per cent of sight loss is due to preventable or treatable 
causes. Vista will raise awareness of the signs and symptoms of sight loss, the 
importance of early diagnosis and the links between lifestyle and sight loss. 
 
Manned by friendly staff, the vehicle features an open plan welcome area, 

leaflet display and a seating area for individual consultation and support. 

During their time on board, visitors can: 

 Learn how a healthy lifestyle can reduce the risk of sight loss, the 
importance of regular sight tests and spotting conditions early 
 

 Find out more about the support and services available through Vista  
 

 Discover equipment and technologies that can support people with 
sight loss.  

 

The programme will also support older people already experiencing sight loss, 

enabling them to access dedicated information, advice and support in their 

local communities. 

Paul Bott, Vista‟s Chief Executive, said: “This exciting new project enables us 

to increase awareness of avoidable sight loss, in particular amongst older 

people. We believe that advice and support should be available in even the 

most rural communities, so we‟re taking our services on the road.” 
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A full list of dates, locations and times is available on our website at 

www.vistablind.org.uk/mobilesupport 

ENDS 

Editor‟s Notes 

About Vista 

Vista provides support and services to almost 6000 children and adults with 

sight loss throughout Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland. As well as 

rehabilitation, social groups, befriending and residential services, Vista also 

provide specialist services for people with learning disabilities, dementia and 

dual sensory impairment.   

About the Big Lottery Fund 

The Big Lottery Fund supports the aspirations of people who want to make life 

better for their communities across the UK. We are responsible for giving out 

40% of the money raised by the National Lottery and invest over £650 million a 

year in projects big and small in health, education, environment and charitable 

purposes.  

Since June 2004 we have awarded over £6.5billion to projects that make a 

difference to people and communities in need, from early years intervention to 

commemorative travel funding for World War Two veterans. 

Since the National Lottery began in 1994, £33 billion has been raised and 

more than 450,000 grants awarded. 

Media Enquiries 

Kirsty Wilby 
Marketing and Communications Manager 
Tel: 0116 2498858 / 07715 078856 
 
 

http://www.vistablind.org.uk/mobilesupport
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EXTON DAY 2015  
Well folks – you did us proud!! Thanks to everyone who helped 
make this year the best ever. The layout was different but visitors 
enjoyed the circular walk around the village enabling a view of all the 
competitions, stalls, and table tops, helped by the „YOU ARE HERE‟ 
maps. The ladies in the Village Hall organized by Bernadette did a 
stirling job for hours! Raising an incredible £618. Cakes contributed by 
so many ladies in the village were beautiful and the money was 
distributed between the Brownies, the Produce Show and VFEC. 
Ann Bell as usual, stalwart that she is, supported by friends and family 
ran her mammoth sale and tombola which resulted in a magnificent 
contribution of £703 – this included £60 from Bryan Lowe for a sale of 
an item in his own garden sale. 
All the people who had table tops at their own homes – many of whom 
gave much more than the minimum £5 requested – were so supportive.    
I cannot thank enough Jo and Paul who each year help me plan the 
actual layout. This year we seemed well ahead as we decided to put up 
the ring and bunting and mark the stalls all on Sunday. Bob Smith 
appeared from nowhere and was soon up the ladder and we were 
away. On the morning so many of you guys turned out to put the 
finishing touches and help get people into their places. What an 
amazing place to live is Exton!! The danger of naming people is that 
someone does something and gets left out[…just one overslept?…..….   
Competitions were manned by Annie, Mary, Ann, Sarah, Linda, 
Julie, Kiloran, Bryan, there are some cracking photos covering the 
event.  
The Morris Men turned up in their glorious outfits and were rewarded by 
a pint sponsored by Swans Antiques and Grainstore Brewery in the 
village hall, which was much appreciated by them and me. We had 
some new attractions too this year.  
The Dog Show was staggering  - attracting over 70 dogs! This is about 
25% more than previously but judge Elaine Thomas from Melton who is 
a Kennel Club championship show judge soon sorted them out with 
good humour. Some sights were never to be forgotten – the egg and 
spoon race was quite a tussle – no pressure – and you don‟t often see 
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bulldogs in a race! Karen from Yew Tree won with her George cheered 
on by her family and friends. The Rescue class brought tears to the 
eyes as I explained some of the stories of the dogs‟ previous lives. 
They originated from the pounds and rescue centres here and 
Afghanistan – injured and traumatized so brought home by the soldier 
who had worked with him and is now a happy family pet, Italy, 
Romania, Israel, to name a few.   
Best in Show went to 7 years old Mae McKinney niece of Jane, who 
lives in the village and has the Hydrotherapy centre, handling Ernie, a 
German wirehaired Vizla. Ernie  is a familiar figure walking around 
here. Best Puppy in Show came from Oakham and is a crossbreed – 
known by the Morgan family as a Boxador [Boxer/Labrador]. A real 
cutie.  
 
Lucky prize winners of the specials donated were Louise Verssey from 
Corby Glen, the Wilko voucher; Rachel Hand, Oakham, Barnsdale 
Gardens voucher,; No name of winner who won the Barnsdale lunch for 
two [yummy] ; Eleanor Wilkinson from Melton, the Burghley House 
entrance voucher; Kate Dawson, Exton – entry to Rockingham Castle; 
Jasmine Read, Bury St Edmunds, Lands End Voucher; Joshua 
Perkins, Oakham, Tesco voucher; Helen Frewin, Oakham, Gates 
voucher; Ned Burford, Grantham, Morrisons wine. There were other 
specials donated locally including wine by Bat and Libby who were 
great supporters throughout the day with various tasks. Peter and Linda 
Jones who made the boards for the photoboards and the fruit machine, 
went around with my notices putting them on  verges and then the 
boring job of collecting them all up again!. Just so many people who did 
something. 
By the way Jo had an inspiration when we were putting up the bunting, 
wouldn‟t it be nice to have some „village bunting‟? Everybody 
contributing fabric from old clothes etc. we could make sufficient 
perhaps to go around the whole green/village? ……we have almost got 
a volunteer who may just put it together throughout the year…so come 
on start searching through your cupboards. 
One last thank you and that is to Harry Campden who not only was a 
good sport on the day with wife Zara and children and canines but of 
course gave permission for me to use all the greens.  
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I think they say every picture tells a story so I will put just some here 
and hopefully the others will get onto the Exton.org web page and you 
can peruse them there.  
And the reason for it all?  Well you lovely people helped to raise a 
staggering  

£2,035.19!!!............AO 
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St Peter and St Paul Parish Church, Exton 

Our Parish Church now has a strong new *seating platform on the north 

side of the nave. The contract was most efficiently carried out and 

completed just in time for us to spring clean the church before the 

wedding season started. Our thanks go to Judith and John Whitworth, 

Jane and Mick Mills, Rosemary and Colin Ainsworth, Susan and 

Stephen Ware, Ann Bell, Angie and Frank Humphries and Heather 

Healey, for their valiant efforts with hoover, mop and duster! 

The next project is the repair of the windows. The lead is rotten in many 

places and some glass missing altogether. Our objective is to be 

weatherproof before winter, with luck. 

Meanwhile outside, Ronnie Secker, and Paul Almond continue to keep 

the grass in the churchyard beautifully mown……….Annie [Assistant 

Churchwarden] 

Whether churchgoers or not, we all join together in a heartfelt thank you 

to Annette Oliver for organizing a hugely successful Exton Day. It takes 

her many months of planning and preparation. The village was buzzing 

all day from early morning with so many folk helping and we enjoyed a 

happy community occasion for families and their dogs. 

Thank you everyone for supporting us in so many different ways. 

Annie Lea 

 [*On behalf of VFEC Chair Annie and myself [Sec] signed 

the cheque for £5,209 ex VAT to cover the cost of the work above as 

was agreed by the villagers at the Open Meeting in February 2015. The 

VAT [£926] will be reclaimed by the PCC from a grant……Annette] 
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June  Services 

14th   11.15am Sung Matins (Cathy Dyson) 
28th    11.15am Holy Communion (Rev Marcus Purnell) 
Morning Prayer will be said every Wednesday at 9.15am in the church. 
Everyone is very welcome to this quiet half-hour. There is a box for 
your prayer requests (named people or anonymous) on the table by the 
visitors‟ book. 
 
The Rutland History Society have donated some back copies of The 
Rutland Record which contain articles pertaining to Exton. If anyone is 
interested in buying any of them, I still have some left and the cost is £2 
with the proceeds going to church funds. The four editions contain 
articles on Exton and the Noel Family; The Haringtons of Exton; The 
Restoration of Exton Church; The Churchyard at Exton, Some unusual 
and unexpected features. 
I have been asked to enclose in the newsletter two forms to enable 
people to give regular payments to the church if they so wish. The 
forms should be returned to the PCC once completed. 
I would personally like to say a big thank you to Annie for doing so 
much while I have been unavailable. I understand that the 3 weddings 
in May were all very happy occasions and that Annie ensured that they 
ran smoothly with quiet aplomb. Thank you also to Stephen who co-
ordinated the replacement of the pew platform and to the band of 
cleaners who made sure that the church was tidy for the first wedding. 
 

Sally Miller 

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY – Holy Mass 

Sundays at  9 am 
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Items for  JULY NEWS LETTER 

TO: annetteoliver63@gmail.com [preferred]  
or by hand to 20 Stamford Road, Exton LE15 8AZ  Tel: 812233 

by 26
th  

 JUNE 2015 
 

To see newsletter in colour please go to village website www.exton.org - 
Webmaster – Paul Taylor – see past copies and much other information about 

the village, thanks to Paul for the time spent in keeping the site up to date. 
 

Apologies if this edition arrives a little late but  the school was closed for 
the half term break and it was not possible to get everything in before 

they finished. 
They return to school 1

st
 June   

 

EXTON CONTACT INFORMATION    
Organisation Contact Tele Email 

  Ladies Circle Christine 
Wallace 

812081  

  Village Hall Chair 
 

Mark Butterill 813652 mark@butterill.plus.com 

      “           Secretary Stephen Ware 812825 s.c.ware@btinternet.com 

Caretaker/ 
Bookings 
 

Ann Bell 812594 mickpbell@tiscali.co.uk 

County Councillor 
[Exton] 

Terry King 812735 terryking@onetel.com 

Parish Council 
Chairman 

Derek Palmer 812121 dpalm9@yahoo.co.uk 

Parish Council Clerk 
 

Jo Downton 811576 jo.downton@exton.org 

RC Priest Oakham 
Presbytery 

Father Stephen 
Dye 

722308  

Parish Church Rector Revd Marcus 
Purnell 

813031 revmarcuspurnell@gmail.com 

Churchwarden Sally Miller 811411 sallyrm2000@yahoo.co.uk 

Fox & Hounds  812403  

Reading Room Meggie Kroeger  kroegermeggie@gmail.com 

Exton School  812380  

Newsletter Editor Annette Oliver 812233 annetteoliver63@gmail.com 
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