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EXTON VILLAGE 

News letter 138 

SEPTEMBER  2015 

 VILLAGERS FOR EXTON CHURCH 
OPEN MEETING, Tuesday, 11

th
 August 2015 – unadopted minutes 

 
OPEN MEETING 

7.30 pm VILLAGE HALL,  11
th

 August  2015 
 

Present: Mick Mills,  Jane Mills, Terry Connolly,  Peter Jones, Linda Jones, Judith Whitworth, 
John Whitworth, Susan Ware, Stephen Ware*, Jan Dadford *[Treasurer PCC], Bernadette 
Wallace,  
VFEC committee: Sally* Miller [ & Churchwarden], Annie Lea* [Chair & Assistant Churchwarden] 
Annette Oliver Secretary.    
[*PCC members]  
 

1. Chairman opened the meeting  thanking those present for their support and interest in 
the fund raising. 

 
2. Apologies : Ann and Mick Bell, Meryl and Paul Hart, Marian Foers, Meggie Kroeger,  

 
3. Minutes of the last meeting  19th February 2015 were circulated, a prècis had been 

in the appropriate Village Newsletter and the complete version was also on the village 
website. Proposed accepted Peter Jones,  seconded Terry Connolly 
 

A moments silence to remember former Treasurer of VFEC Ed Miller 

  

4. Matters arising:  Chairman advised Seating platforms had been completed on time and 
£1000 approx under estimate. Payment by VFEC as agreed at last meeting. Quote was 
£6,300 actually £5,209 after reclaimed VAT. 

 
5. Accounts: Stephen Ware had been acting as book keeper for VFEC since Ed Miller’s 

illness produced a simple profit and loss account [see attached] copies distributed to the 
meeting. £7,624. 67 current balance. There was also a stock of mulled wine left from an 
earlier function. LJ proposed this be auctioned Harvest Supper. Seconded PJ. All in 
favour. Jan Dadford had prepared accounts of PCC funds [see attached] . Discussion 
regarding Parish Share. Projected costs etc.  
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6. Future Funding by VFEC: Chairman advised repair of windows imminent due to begin 
September. Rutland Historic Churches Trust grant of £5000 towards the total estimate 
of £7840 plus returnable VAT has been offered to the PCC . Proposed John Whitworth 
seconded Susan Ware the balance of £2,480 be met by VFEC  No votes against. 
Secretary reminded meeting this leaves £4,784.67 in account. 

 
Further discussion followed regarding PCC future plans to provide unisex disabled  wc 
and servery facilities to ensure functions could be held in the premises other than 
church services. It is proposed to remove five pews on either side at the rear of the 
knave to provide more useable space. This is not to be considered in any way 
competitive with the Village Hall which has excellent provision for functions. A different 
type of social use is envisaged particularly making use of the acoustics in the church. 
The Chairman outlined the necessary steps to move forward with this 1]Appoint a new 
Architect, 2] produce preliminary drawings necessary to obtain the faculty [a faculty is 
the Church’s equivalent of planning permission]. The PCC to underwrite the cost 
involved in this  3] go out to tender and applying for funding.  
 
Generally agreed the PCC currently making a great deal of progress. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. Thanks to the Chair. 
 
 

Signed...........................................................................Date....................... .................... 
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Exton Produce and Craft Show 2015   
 

Sunday 9
th

 August 

The 29th Annual Show was a great success with 220 entries in 81 Classes, 
competing for 32 trophies.  It was good to see new villagers, as well as 
established folk, taking part and winning.   
Robert Hudson was the star of the show having scored 30 points in total. He 
won three trophies in the Vegetable and Fruit section. 
The Heckles family, who also donated a new trophy for the Best Young Baker, 
were stars of the Children's Section and young Georgina won the Viking 
Trophy for the Best of the Best. 
 
Refreshments were provided by Jane Mills and a team of assistants from the 
Produce Committee.  
 
Lady Julianna (Patron) presented the trophies and received a bouquet and 
donation for the charity of her choice. All trophy winners were presented with a 
certificate to take away with them and will be invited to the Presentation Dinner 
to be held in October for presentation of the engraved trophies. 
 
Proceeds from the Show and its other activities-Open Garden Visits, Summer 
Party donations- go to local charities.  Last year a total of £900.00 was 
donated to help fund a replacement Skateboard half-pipe in the Village and to 
help equip a new facility at the Village Primary School. 

 

Some winning 

exhibits 
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First let’s start with the headline. We had a great Extonbury this 

year and including our fee to St John’s Ambulance raised a 

record breaking figure of £6130 for our charities, the Village Hall 

refurbishment project, PAGE (to complete the new halfpipe 

installation) and Exton pensioners Christmas Fund. So let’s thank 

everybody involved – artists, organisers, sponsors, 

stallholders,the Fox & Hounds and all our visitors for contributing 

to such a great result. 

Now for a bit of history for those who might be relatively new to 

the village.Extonbury started in Malting Yard back in 2005 as a 

party set up to provide a venue for a teenage band to play. By 

coincidence the party was held on the same weekend as 

Glastonbury, so we cheekily contorted the name into Extonbury 

and ran a very small party as if it was a big festival. Everybody 

had a good time and so we repeated the event for the next two 

years, gradually involving more local adult artists and bands, but 

keeping it as a private party. In 2009 with no village street market 

to rally around we decided to organize a public event for the first 

time, and apart from a break in 2012 we’ve had a public event 

every year since. Even in the early party days there was a 

charitable cause that we invited donations for, but since the event 

went public we are extremely proud to have raised close to 

£30,000 for various worthy causes. Not bad for a little festival in a 

little field in England’s smallest county, all run by amateurs! 

See you all at Extonbury 2016 we hope! 

 



9 
 

VILLAGE HALL REFURBISHMENT PROJECT 

The Hall refurbishment project is still very much in the design & costing stage. 

In outline if we are able to raise enough money we would like to: 

 Remove the old timber cladding from the internal walls of the 
two function rooms and replace with a clean plastered finish, 
with a good quality insulation behind it. 

 Replace the existing fluorescent lighting with energy saving LED 
fittings, dimmable in the function rooms 

 Completely renovate the toilets, allocating more space and 
cubicles to the ladies’ facility and utilizing modern modular 
fittings, new sanitary ware and hot air hand driers etc 

 Redecorate to a much brighter, warmer and more inviting 
standard. 

At present we are awaiting quotes for the work; once all in we will submit a 

Lottery bid using the Extonbury donation together with some of the Hall’s 

reserves as matching funding. It’s likely that this process will take a substantial 

amount of time and so we will update the village via the newsletter as we go. 

OBITUARY:  

Hetty Riddell 1924 - 2015 

Hetty moved to Exton from her home town Grimsby in 1998, and soon became 

well known to many in the village, whether by meeting on the bus to Oakham, 

or at parties and the Harvest Supper (where she was usually one of the last to 

leave) or simply having a chat over the garden fence of her flat in Stamford 

Road. A very determined and independent lady, Hetty had a very youthful 

outlook on life and for the most part seemed much younger than her 90 years. 

Following a stroke in May 2014 Hetty spent her last year living at Rutland Care 

Village, where she continued to entertain the staff with old stories and just 

occasionally a piece of her mind! Sadly Hetty had a fall and  passed away 

peacefully in hospital on 10 August. Undoubtedly a character, she will be 

missed by daughter Sheila and son-in-law Mark. 
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SKATEBOARD "HALF PIPE" 

It is a pleasure to report that the "half Pipe"  facility is complete and in 
use by the young people of Exton and their friends. It is being used,not 
only by the more accomplished skateboarders but by the juniors on 
their scooters.   
The project cost £9240 funded by the young people’s own efforts and 
the most generous gifts and donations from the residents of Exton. 
This fundraising generated grants from the following. 
 
1 Corey Enviromental Trust  in Rutland £2000 
 
2.Spire homes -------------------------£1000 
 
3. Hanson Cement, Ketton----------------£500 
 
4. Extonbury 2015----------------------£900 
 
5 Exton produce & craft show committee £900 
 
Rampchild , the rampbuilders also reduced their costs. 
 
Once again Exton has made a great effort which is very much 
appreciated by play action group exton (PAGE)   Our sincere thanks to 
everyone who supported the project. Do call and see what has been 
achieved by the community of Exton…………Mick Bell 

l 

Children's Society boxes 
The households that have a box raised £105 for this charity this 
year.Thanks to all who filled their children's society box with their small 
change 
                                                                      Ann Bell 
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HARVEST SUPPER…. October 10

th
 

Exton village hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
Dancing to Colin's music 
Get your tickets from Ann Bell on 01572-812594 or Jane Mills on 01572 
- 812480 as on as possible 
 

                                                 
COFFEE MORNING 

At 
Ann and Mick Bell’s 

Saturday 19th September 
Bring and Buy 

 
All Welcome 

 
From 10.30 am 

~~~~~~ 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 Congratulations to Joyce (Nan) Butlin who celebrated her 94
th
 birthday in 

June. 

Well done -  Rachel Wallace, awarded a silver medal in the Triple Jump when 
she represented Rutland Schools at the Leicestershire Schools Athletic 
 Championships at Saffron Lane Sports Stadium. 

Also congratulations on winning a medal at the CBEC Sports Day; for the 
highest points scored / Upper School Girls. 

Family Congratulations! (from Bernadette Wallace) 
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 Well done Clive Wallace for winning the Wooden Spoon for your Victoria 
Sandwich cake and the Swinfen Tankard for the highest scoring male in the 
Home Produce Section of the Produce and Craft Show. 
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RUTLAND HISTORIC CHURCHES 
PRESERVATION TRUST (RHCPT) RIDE AND STRIDE SPONSORED 
EVENT – SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER  

Please help to raise money in any of the following ways: 

·         Cycle or walk round some of Rutland’s 64 Churches and Chapels, all of 
which will be open from 10am – 6pm 

·         If you are less mobile you can still take part by car, either by driving or 
being driven (if you have restricted mobility) 

·         Join the team at Church who will be recording visitors 

·         If you cannot take part please sponsor somebody who is raising 
money 

·         New for this year is ‘Starbursters’ – enabling a team of 5 or more people 
from our Church to work as a team and visit all the churches in Rutland during 
the day 

 Further details and sponsor forms are available from Bernadette 
Wallace, 01572 812956/07858484918 

Or by visiting the Rutland Ride and Stride website 
www.rutlandrideandstride.org.uk 

 Sponsorship money raised is split between RHCPT and your nominated 
 (local) Church.  The Trust has been very generous in their support to Exton 
Church over the years, including the re-leading of the roof and the new boiler 
system. They  have also recently promised a £5,000 grant towards work on re-
leading the windows. 

 

http://www.rutlandrideandstride.org.uk/
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DIAMOND WEDDING – We would like to send our 
best wishes to Margaret and John Springthorpe, longtime 
residents of Campden Close. They celebrated their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary on 6th July – CONGRATULATIONS!! 

NGS OPEN GARDENS 

 
The National Gardens Scheme organiser has asked if Exton would be 
prepared to organise an Open Gardens Day again next Summer, 
raising money for various health charities.  

Please let me know if you would be prepared to open your garden.  

The County Organiser is also looking for someone to organise the day. 
If you could help, please contact Meryl Hart (812671) 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Please take note of the following email received by the police – 
there are so many scams of this type. Never give your details or 
discuss your computer on line. 

Hello fraud centre, 
Received  a call from someone saying they where from British telecom Saying 
they need to go on my computer to fix issues relating to virus etc. I told them to 
give me their phone number and will check them out. O course when I phoned 
British telecom they told me it's not them calling me . 
The bogus number given as I asked them for their number is a Jennifer on 
02032895471. This number dose ring, but they tell you they are unable to 
speak at this time. This number  Needs to be checked out. Thank you.  
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St Peter and St Paul Parish Church, Exton 

September  Services 

13th   11.15am Sung Matins (Cathy Dyson) 

27th    11.15am Holy Communion and Harvest Festival  (Rev Brian 

Nicholls) 

At the Harvest Festival we are asking again for contributions for the 

Oakham Food Bank. 

Morning Prayer will be said every Wednesday at 9.15am in the church. 

Everyone is very welcome to this quiet half-hour. There is a box for 

your prayer requests (named people or anonymous) on the table by the 

visitors’ book. 

Thank you again to Paul and Ronnie who are looking after the 

churchyard to such a high standard. Their work is much appreciated by 

the village and is often commented on by visitors. 

Work on releading and repairing the clear glass windows in the church 

will commence on September  2nd.  A grant of £5000 towards this work 

has been given by the Rutland Historic Churches Preservation Trust 

and the VFEC have agreed to fund the balance.  Although some of the 

windows may be boarded up services will continue as usual.  

Sally Miller, Churchwarden 

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY – Holy Mass 

Sundays at  9 am 
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Remember this is your newsletter – 

advertisements, celebrations, good wishes, are 

free of charge. 

 

 

GRATEFUL THANKS TO THE SCHOOL FOR PRINTING THE 

NEWSLETTER 

Contributions for the October edition should be with the 

Editor by   Friday 25th  SeptemBER 

email to annetteoliver63@gmail.com/written to West Chantry, 20 Stamford Road, 

Exton. 

 

EXTON INDOOR BOWLS begins Sunday 4th 

October in the Village Hall, 7-9 pm. 

Come and join us whether experienced or 

otherwise for a sociable evening. 

If you want to know more 

Tel: David Healey 01572 813413/Mick Mills 

812480/Bryan Lowe 813148/ 

Annette 812233 


