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EXTON VILLAGE 

NEWS  LETTER 142 

FEBRUARY 2016 

Thanks from Jo Downton who organised the Christmas Tree in 
the village once again, to those who donated and the helpers who got it 
in place and arranged the lights. It is quite a task.  £52 was given to the 
School and £300 to „Rutland in Rutland‟.  It is really quite a special 
occasion in the village to gather beneath it at the beginning of the 
Christmas period and sing a few carols with the children.  
 
The following letter has been received from „Rutland in 
Rutland‟.....Thank you so much for all your support and raising these 
amazing funds for FR-IR. Elizabeth has asked me to forward our little 
information sheet to you. It will be updated very soon in 2016  when the 
advisor we fund at CAR (Citizens Advice Rutland – as it is now called) 
sends out her latest Newsletter. But in the meantime, this is what we 
have. We are hoping that in 2016 we can develop a more professional 
looking brochure, but we are very conscientious to where the funds 
raised go…our main aim is to keep our 2 advisors in situ at CAR before 
we develop our publicity merchandise and extend that side of the 
project. 
 
Kind regards and sincere thanks,Trish 
 
Mrs Trish Ruddle,On behalf of the Fund Raising Committee - „For Rutland In Rutland‟ 

Parva Lodge, Langham, Oakham, Rutland LE15 7JG.....01572 724400/0780131922 
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 “For-Rutland-In Rutland” starts off the New Year with the amazing news that 

our advisers we fund, based at Citizens Advice in Oakham, in the past three 
months have been able to secure £101,746 for clients, either through benefit 
gain or grant funding. The advice service  offers  free, confidential and 
impartial advice to local people affected by long term health conditions 
including cancer, dementia, Parkinson‟s and epilepsy. Having a long term 
illness is not just debilitating, it can be extremely expensive. Even prudent 
people may not budget for the additional cost of transport to hospital 
appointments, or the extra cost of food and utility bills because they are 
unexpectedly housebound. So checking what benefits someone is entitled to 
can make a huge difference to their wellbeing.  

The Fundraising Committee are now busy organising for our biggest fund 
raiser of the year, the Annual Good and New Clothes Sale at Barnsdale Lodge 
Hotel.  This takes a huge team of dedicated helpers (About 60) to collect, sort 
and produce the clothes and accessories for the Sale in March. We are always 
looking for new volunteers and we are always ready to accept any good quality 
clothes and accessories, for Men, Women or Children. Please do not hesitate 
to contact Elizabeth Mills on 07710 873811 or Trish Ruddle on 01572 
724400/07801319222  trish.ruddle@ruddlemerz.co.uk if you have any clothes 
donations, want tickets for the Sale or have any general queries about FR-IR 

 FUTURE EVENTS: For Rutland-In Rutland - 2016 
Friday 4

th 
March 5pm-8pm

                       
The Good and New Clothes Sale 

Tickets £15 from Trish Ruddle         Barnsdale Lodge Hotel 

Saturday 5
th
 March 8.30am-1pm 

Door Admission £5                   

Sunday 8
th
 May                                Ride in Exton Park 

Friday 20
th
 May                                 An Evening at the Victoria Hall 

                                                          Oakham  
Sunday 5

th
 June                                The Grand Bottle Tombola 

                                                          The Rutland Show 
Saturday 11

th
 June                            A Dance at the Victoria Hall 

                                                          Oakham  
Friday 9

th
 September                         The FR-IR Golf Day 

                                                          Rutland Water Golf Club 

mailto:724400/07801319222%20%20trish.ruddle@ruddlemerz.co.uk
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  VILLAGERS FOR EXTON CHURCH 

Readers may recall in a Newsletter last year  the report of the Open 
Meeting held Tuesday 11th August 2015.  An estimate was given for the 
cost of the repairs to the windows in the Church and it was agreed that 
the VFEC fund would pay the difference between the grant from the 
Rutland Historic Churches Trust grant and the total.  Annie Lea 
[Chairman of VFEC] and myself [Sec of VFEC] Ed] have now passed 
on a cheque for £3,365 to cover this.   

 
 
 

 
VILLAGE HALL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
The management committee of the Village Hall would like to get the 
views of all villagers and other users before we proceed with our 
application for funding for the improvements. To achieve this we 
have created a short survey form which you will receive through 
your door, or online at the hall website www.exton-village-hall.com.  
 
There's much that can be done to make the hall truly fit for the 21st 
century but we need your views to get it right - please take a few 
minutes to complete the survey. Our aim is to make an application 
to the Big Lottery Fund in early spring so that we can have jumped 
through all the hoops and come out successful ready for the work to 
be carried out this summer. Here's hoping!      Mark Butterill 
 
 
 

Remember the photo of the boat appearing to be stranded in the 
middle of the village minus the sea? Fortunately the owner did not mind 
this bit of cheekiness on the part of the Editor and here is an update:  
Alaric's maiden sailing voyage was on December 17th, there was a bit 
too much wind for comfort, hence the small main sail. 
Voyage 2 was on 27th December, all sails set, but hardly a breath of 
wind to fill them! Rutland Water mirror smooth. 
Better luck with the wind in 2016?....Happy New Year...Dick Goodey 

http://www.exton-village-hall.com/


4 

 

 

EXTON LADIES CIRCLE,   
Ladies Circle meetings resume after the winter break , on Thursday, 
February 4th. when Annette will be testing our brainpower with her 
Annual Quiz. This will be followed by refreshments. The February 
competition is a doily cut from newspaper. 
 
In March , on Thursday, 3rd., a representative from Shaw's Coach 
Holidays will give a talk and illustrated slide show, with ideas for 
holidays, both at home and abroad. The competition will be A Photo of 
your  Favourite Holiday. 
 
All meetings take place in Exton Village Hall, starting at 7.30 p.m. 

 

EXTON LADIES CIRCLE CHRISTMAS DINNER held in Village Hall, 
December 4th. We had a most enjoyable evening hosted by Ann and 
June. £100 was donated to ‘Rutland in Rutland’ for the benefit of the 
Rutland community. 

PENSIONERS CHRISTMAS PARCEL FUND: 54 vouchers 
were districted around the village. Many thanks to all who gave 
donations and a special thanks to the Extonians for their most 
generous donation.  ............Ann Bell 

LENTEN LUNCHES:  
We are having two, what we hope will be mega – Lenten lunches this 
spring, both in the village hall. 
 
One on Tuesday, 9th February, hosted by Stephen Ware and Annie 
Lea from 12.30 pm - 2 pm. [Yes, we know that technically that‟s the day 
before lent, but that was how the bookings for the hall and our diaries 
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were]. Please telephone 813446 if you plan to come, but failing that all 
will be welcome on the day anyway. 
 
LENTEN LUNCH  
hosted by Ann, Jane and June in Exton Village Hall. Wednesday 2nd 
March 2016, 12.30 – 2.30 pm. All welcome. 
Please book your place by ringing 812594 or 812480 
 
Both are in aid of church funds. Our next project is hopefully the 
provision of a lavatory at the Church and also a basic food server. To 
obtain the necessary permissions and funding formal architect‟s 
drawings have to be prepared. So we need to raise money to cover 
these fees before we can start. 

Annie Lea, Assistant Churchwarden 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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THE COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY 
Thanks to the sterling efforts of organiser, Jill Lessey, Rutland has one 
of the most thriving CGS groups, with 87 members. The programme of 
monthly meetings for 2016 includes garden visits, a seed exchange, a 
workshop and lunch led by Barnsdale Garden's Head Gardener and a 
talk and bring and share buffet, also at Barnsdale, to raise funds for 
Geoff Hamilton's New Gardener's  Foundation. The year ends with a 
lunch at the Jackson Stops with this year's guest speaker, Jeff Bates, 
whose subject will be " Colour in the Winter Garden".  If you feel that 
you would enjoy meeting others who enjoy the cottage gardening style 
of gardening contact Jill Lessey, details below : 
Jill Lessey,The Old School,Manor Road,Stretton,Oakham, 
Rutland,LE15 5QZ. Tel: 01780 410533 - email: 
djlessey@havmail.co.uk 

~~~~~~~~~ 

EXTON DAY 2016 

 will be the fourth year of this event and I hope everyone continues to be as 
supportive as ever. Offers of help to run games and competitions, set up and 
break down any gazebos and general clearing up will be much appreciated. 
The stalls will be all around the village as they were last year as this proved to 
be very satisfactory. The Produce show ladies are organising teas in the 
Village Hall. 
Does anyone have a sound system that is battery operated that I could borrow 
or hire if really necessary? I do not want to go to the expense of purchasing 
one. We have no hook up with electricity available.  
This year providing we make sufficient funds to continue to assist the facilities 
needed in St Peters & St Pauls church I would like to put aside some for the 
Village School to provide some comfy seating for reading sessions. There 
have been several contributions of much needed books previously so this 
would really enhance the experience.  
Anyone wanting to have a Table Top stall outside their homes is welcome.  A 
donation would be appreciated, minimum £5.   A lot of time is spent advertising 
the event and printing posters etc. which attracts the visitors, but printing is 
quite costly, so all contributions welcome.  Offers of prizes are also helpful. 
Especially the more unusual ones like – an hours gardening? Housekeeping? 
Cleaning windows? Lunch?  Dog Walking or dog sitting? Can you help? Any 
queries at all please give me a ring ~Annette 812233 
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Promised photos of recent newly weds  - left Chris 

and Bob Smith and right Lynne and Paul Cundy 
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CAN YOU HELP ? 
 

My name is Tony Martin and I am writing to you in the hope that you may be 
able to assist me in a forthcoming project. 
 
This year sees the centenary of the Easter Rising in Dublin, and a 
commemorative service is planned in the city. It is, perhaps a little known fact, 
that only one Rutland soldier lost his life during the uprising, Pte Alfred Tyler of 
Exton. 
 
In conjunction with members of 'Rutland Remembers' 
http://www.rutlandremembers.org/ we are hoping to organise our own 
commemorative event, on or close to the anniversary of Alfred's death, 
possibly at Exton church. To that end, we are keen to trace any living relatives 
of Alfred who may still live in the area. We think it would be fitting if any such 
relatives could be present. 
 
I was hoping that through the office of your good self, you may be able to 
assist us in our quest. Are there any Tylers still living in Exton or the 
surrounding villages? I have made enquiries locally (I am from Morcott, but 
now live in Uppingham) but the Tylers who live locally to me are not connected 
with Alfred. Any assistance you may be able to give would be most gratefully 
received. 
 
 I am also considering placing an advertisement in the Mercury, should we 
need to cast our net further afield, but I will wait to see if this enquiry bears any 
fruit first! The event is planned for April, and we will have a representative at 
the Grangegorman Cemetery, Dublin, who will be placing a cross on Alfred's 
grave and recording the proceedings on our behalf. 
 
In closing, I hope this request is not a tiresome one. So many of the sacrifices 
of our forbears have been forgotten, Alfred is unique as being the only Rutland 
man to give his life in this largely overlooked episode of history. So we think it 
fitting that he should be remembered in some small way for what he did. 
 
If you are able to assist in any way, we would be most grateful. You can email 
me or telephone on 01572 821099 with any information. 
 
Thank you.     Kind Regards,  Tony Martin. 

http://www.rutlandremembers.org/
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 FREE TO GOOD HOME 
1] Wood and metal wine rack holding over 40 bottles. 
2] Ikea „Billy‟ bookcase.  Beech coloured. Approx. 80” high by 31”wide. 

6 shelves, 4 of which are adjustable. 
Please phone Sally on 811411 or sallyrm24@gmail.com 

 

 St Peter and St Paul Parish Church, Exton 

 
Anyone wishing to donate towards Easter Lillies in Exton  
Church in memory of their loved ones 
Please contact Ann Bell tel. 01572-812594 
 
February  Services 
 
14th        11.15am Sung Matins (Cathy) 
28th        11.15am Holy Communion (Brian Nicholls) 
 
On Ash Wednesday (Feb. 10th) there will be a service at Cottesmore 
Church at 7pm. 
 
During the month of February Morning Prayer will be said every 
Wednesday at 9.15 am at Malting Barn [ Sally‟s house] .  Everyone is 
very welcome to this quiet half-hour. There is a box for your prayer 
requests (named people or anonymous) on the table by the visitors‟ 
book. 
 
Alma and David  Kettley have at last decided to retire from decorating 
the Christmas Tree in the church. They have been doing it for more 
years than they care to remember and they will be a hard act to follow. 
We would like to thank them for all the hard work involved in making it 
look so beautiful for so many years.   Sally Miller, Churchwarden 

 

 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY – Holy Mass 

Sundays at  9 am 



13 

 

 

EXTON CONTACT INFORMATION    

Organisation Contact Tele Email 

  Ladies Circle Christine 
Wallace 

812081  

  Village Hall 
Chair 
 

Mark Butterill 813652 mark@butterill.plus.com 

      “           
Secretary 

Stephen 
Ware 

812825 s.c.ware@btinternet.com 

Caretaker/ 
Bookings 
 

Ann Bell 812594 mickpbell@tiscali.co.uk 

County Councillor 
[Exton] 

Terry King 812735 terryking@onetel.com 

Parish Council 
Chairman 

Derek Palmer 812121 dpalm9@yahoo.co.uk 

Parish Council 
Clerk 
 

Jo Downton 811576 jo.downton@exton.org 

RC Priest 
Oakham 
Presbytery 

Father 
Stephen Dye 

722308  

Parish Church 
Rector 

Revd Marcus 
Purnell 

813031 revmarcuspurnell@gmail.co
m 

Churchwarden Sally Miller 811411 sallyrm2000@yahoo.co.uk 

Fox & Hounds  812403  

Reading Room Meggie 
Kroeger 

 kroegermeggie@gmail.com 

    

Exton School  812380  
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Village website exton.org. – webmaster Paul Taylor. Lots of 

interest and all in colour, including the newsletter 

 

The submission of items for the  

March Newsletter closes  

Friday 26th February. 

[email preferred or by hand in writing] 

Our thanks to the School for all the printing and their help in 

getting it out on time.  

To Dan Howison  for organising the distribution and to all 

the people who go house to house.  

If you prefer to receive the email copy only then let Dan 

know Dan Howison <fayanddan1@waitrose.com>and this 

can be arranged. 

 


