
  MINUTES of the Meeting of the Parish Council held 5th June 2013 
 

Present:  Mr D Palmer (Chairman) Mr C Lewis, Ms T Connolly, Mr C Hagger Mr J 
Whitworth, Mr M Bell Mr P England Ms C Smith, Ms S Linsell 
Apologies: T King   
In attendance:  Mrs Jo Downton, the Clerk.  
 
Declaration of Interests: None 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the Annual parish Meeting and the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Council both held on the 1st May 2013 were taken as read and signed as correct. 
.  
Matters arising: 
 
Footpath Alteration: RCC had been contacted concerning the recent changes to the footpath on 
the Viking way. The Clerk had been informed that new signage was to be put in place by RCC 
although Exton estate would be responsible for the cost of this.  
 
New Lights, The Spinney and Town Pump House: these matters had all been explored by the 
clerk over the last month and a report was submitted to council which was to be covered later in 
the meeting. A copy of the financial report is available with the minutes of this meeting.  
 
Tourist Bus, Bus stops and Turning points: RCC Highways sent a member of staff to this 
meeting to hear issues of concern. Since the last meeting much communication had taken place 
between various members of the council and RCC Highways regarding this matter. Exton PC had 
no information about this service and its impact on the Avenue until after the work had began. 
The erection of a Bus shelter in the Avenue only really came to light after the Clerk had contacted 
Terry King and RCC the following day after the last pc meeting raising objections to any such 
proposals without prior consultation. The Bus shelter was not put in place but regardless of so 
many voicing their concerns Villagers and councilors) about the proposed Bus turning point RCC 
continued to chop corners off and tarmac over this space. Some villagers had expressed their 
concerns over the lack of perceived appreciation of the historic value and aesthetic beauty of the 
Avenue and many had contacted T King directly. The Chair had contacted the local Police for 
their advice regarding safety issues with the turning point (the once triangle shaped junction) and 
had taken pictures of the bus experiencing difficulties turning, with a vehicle on the opposite side 
of the road having to mount the grass verge to pass. Moreover the bus then reversed back across  
the road in order to attempt to turn the bus around. Villagers have also sent photos of how since 
the changes to the triangle have taken place the remaining grass has repeatedly been chewed up 
by a very large vehicle.  So it was basically three main issues which were of concern: 1. The total 
lack of consultation by RCC to Exton PC. 2. The Bus stop and Shelter and protection of the 
Avenue 3. The Safety Issues regarding the turning point for the bus.  
 
Sally Killips from Highways firstly apologized for the lack of consultation and acknowledged 
that Exton PC should have been notified.  She also made it perfectly plain to council that 
should the Tourist Bus not be successful that RCC would guarantee that all the changes 
that it had undertaken in the Avenue would be removed and returned to its original 
condition, removing tarmac etc.  
 
Sally was questioned about the economical issues surrounding this service and informed council 
that RCC had secured a grant of four million pounds (funded from central government) of which 



some was allocated to this service. The money for this project was expected to last until March 
2015 but it was hoped with consultation with the Bus company that it would be potentially 
continued until 2016.  Council was also informed that it takes 56 days to alter the route and this 
was a factor in any potential changes in the future.   
 
Council was asked what was its real issue of concern and whether they felt the bus should 
come to Exton or not and remain on the main road. The Chair made it perfectly clear that 
this was not really the issue being raised. The Council appreciated that the bus could not 
visit every attraction in the area and had NO objection to it visiting Barnsdale Gardens or 
even the Bakery or even Exton but that it had proposed at the very least two if not three 
reasonable alternative routes which it would like RCC to consider rather than using the 
junction in the Avenue as a turning point. Moreover it was pointed out that many thought 
that this project was a worthwhile enterprise and the disabled facilities notable. But again 
concerns were raised about the idea put forward by RCC that people would be able to access 
other tourist attractions along the Avenue from the Barnsdale Gardens point. It was assumed that 
this would be bikers but questions concerning the movement of the disabled and pedestrians 
should surely be paid attention.  Council also asked could it not be considered that those with Bus 
passes might be able to use the pass on earlier bus times to make the most of this system. Finally 
the council thanked Sally for attending the meeting and attempting to address some issues. 
 
Difibrillation :The secretary from the Community Heartbeat Charity attended the meeting to 
discuss and take questions about whether or community should attempts to secure this machine in 
the village. Not only costs were discussed but training of community members, use of the 
machine and its potential to help those in cardiac arrest covered. This was a highly informative 
session and thanks were expressed to Martin. Because of other issues this matter could not be 
covered by council but was to be put on the next agenda.  
 
Financial Responsible Officers Report to Council: A copy of this report is available for anyone 
wishing to see this. The Clerk had investigated the important issues of the repair and replacement 
of village lights, the repair and maintenance of the Town Pump, War memorial and the Spinney. 
 
Village Lights: Two years ago a report was conducted on village lights which identified that 
many were in need of repair and renewal especially nine which were in need of urgent attention. 
Financial matters had mostly stopped council proceeding with this work but the Clerk proposed 
that as two years had lapsed this matter should now be dealt with. It was therefore proposed that 
some monies be taken from the Reserve account to assist council to achieve this, which coupled 
with monies from the precept and from saving secured  by the Clerk though a small grant  from 
RCC and a reduction of the bill from Eon this was possible this year. The proposal to take money 
from the Reserve was proposed by J Whitworth and seconded by S Linsell. It was also agreed that 
when VAT was repaid in the future that this would automatically be put back into the Reserve 
Account, proposed by M Bell Seconded by C Hagger. Moreover that a new lamp should also be 
secured for 4 the Green and that all new lights night photocells secured. Proposed C Lewis 
seconded by T Connolly.  
 
Town Pump: The Clerk had again contacted RCC about pointing up the Town pump who 
reported that as the Pump would require attention in the future it would be a waste of time doing 
this. It was again noted that there was no immediate danger from the building falling down or 
such like but the council must secure some idea of potential work required and the cost involved. 
The Clerk then conducted  research  which indicated that to secure a grant council must obtain an 
accurate picture of what is needed and this comes at a cost of £280.00 plus vat. This could then be 
used to try and secure a grant in the future. Proposed by S Linsell seconded by C Smith. The 



Clerk was to follow this matter up. 
 
War Memorial: noted that it was in need of railing painting with some slight damage to stone 
surround but at this moment was not of immediate concern. 
 
Spinney: the Clerk as requested had asked the newsletter to put a piece in asking villagers what 
their views are on this area and what they might like doing to it. The clerk had contacted three 
tree specialist for their views on the health of the trees in the spinney. Some had been identified 
as dead and in danger of falling and council was responsible for these. Hence council had no 
choice but to conduct this work  – proposed C Hagger and seconded P England. The Clerk was to 
follow this up. The Clerk had also contacted RCC concerning the removal of these trees and was 
informed that dangerous trees could be removed but to remove all trees permission from the 
Forestry commission would be required. The Clerk was to follow this issue up.   
 
Reference was made to the point that the Financial officer had raised concerning the long term 
financial matters of the pc. and precept setting. RCC funding had been capped and they are no 
longer able to support some services as they have in the past – so it is up to parish council to 
provide these services (such as the Lights) and therefore will need to raise the additional funds in 
the future. The reserve account should be built upon and the debt repaid in order to start to work 
on the long term financial security of Exton PC. Our precept compaired to others in the county is 
exceptionally low and good value. Finally the council agreed that a gift token could be purchased 
to give to a member of the community for their unpaid services to our village. Proposed D 
Palmer, seconded S Linsell.  
 
Email correspondence: All relating to Tourist Bus issue 
Items requiring action only: Posters around the village are again being left and not removed 
and of late far too many have been posted. Newsletter to be contacted by the Clerk.  
RCC to be contacted concerning the repositioning of the sign at top of Pudding Bag Lane.  To be 
followed up by the Clerk.   
Planning Applications: Conversion of Two flats 19th The Green, no objections bar one who was 
to contact the council in a private response. Fell Trees number 7 The Green, Exton. The council 
had a differing of opinion on the trees in question, half felt that the trees should be removed 
whilst the other half felt that the Confers should be removed whilst the remaining trees should be 
trimmed.   
Authorisation of cheques: 
Exton Estates £25.00 
EON £420.00 
RCC Admin and Wages £548.31 
Colemans Newsleter paper £37.97 
EON £57.20 
Rutland local History Renewal £16.00 
Clerks expenses £87.00 
Leicester County Council Website £180.00 
Barnsdale Gardens Token Internal Auditor £20.00 
Colemans £124.03 
Community insurance £152.92 
P Taylor Web charge maintenance £8.98 
Items for the agenda of the next meeting of the Parish Council –   3rd July 2013: 
Difibrillation 


